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C O N R A D B U R N SM O N T A N A

W A S H I N G T O N , D C 2051&-2603
( 2 0 2 ) 224-2644

C O M M I T T E E S :
A P P R O P R F A T I O N S

C O M M E R C E , S C I E N C E , A N D
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

E N E R G Y A N D N A T U R A L
R E S O U R C E S

S M A L L B U S I N E S S
S P E C I A L C O M M I T T E E O N A G I N G

March 5,2002

Mr. J o h n F. W a r d e l l
Director US EPA
Montana Operations O f f i c e
10 West 15th Str e e t , Sui t e 3200
Helena, Montana 59626

MAR 7 2002
O F F I C E

Dear Mr. W a r d e l l :
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Parker have contacted me for assistance regarding their property in

Libby, Montana. I understand Mr. and Mrs. Parker entered into an agreement with the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to use their property for the W.R. Grace asbestos
related cleanup. Mr. and Mrs. Parker believe the EPA has not sa t i s f i ed the agreement. They
have not received replacement values and all values have been reduced to casualty loss. T h i s
action has put their business in severe j eopardy.

Please conduct a review of my c o n s t i t u e n t ' s situation to determine what options are
available to them. You may direct your response to my o f f i c e at:

Senator Conrad Burns
Attn: Brenda W i l l i a m s
575 Sunset Boulevard, Sui t e 101
K a l i s p e l l , MT 59901
(406) 257-3360 or 800-344-1513
F a x : (406) 257-3974

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Your services are always appreciated.
Sincerely,

Conrad Burns
United S t a t e s Senator

CRB/bw
Enclosure
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Senator Conrad BurnsU n i t e d Stat e s Senate 2 0 0 2 F E B 2 7 P H I 2 - 3 3
W a s h i n g t o n , DC 20510-2603
February 22, 2002
Dear S e n a t o r Conrad Burns:
T h i s brief hi s tory w i l l h o p e f u l l y bring our concerns into perspective.
In November of 1999 the ERA came to our p r o p e r t y a f t e r the S e a t t l e PostI n t e l l i g e n c e r wrote the story on asbestos.
In early December of 1999 the EPA returned with s p e c i a l i s t s who took soils a m p l e s throughout our 21 acre home and business. When the resultscame back their comments were s i m p l y , "You have a s i tuat ion here that is ofimmedia t e concern".
W i t h i n the next three months of J a n u a r y , February, and March of 2000continual s a m p l i n g , t e s t ing and research concluded that our p r o p e r t y wast r u l y contaminated with h i g h l eve l s of asbestos and it was a p u b l i c hea l thhazard. T h e r e f o r e , we would not be able to operate our mul t i - fa c e t edbusiness in 2000 because all business, personal, and real proper ty would bedestroyed. In May of 2000 we were moved from our proper ty to a newlocat ion in town under the auspice s of "temporary relocation"
Let me s top for a minute, sir, to relate what is in the above context our f i r s tc o m p l a i n t .
I s s u e #1)
We were to ld in February of 2000 by the EPA not to p l a n for any businessactivities on the property.
During th i s time and in May of 2000 we were inventorying everything f r o mn a i l s to trucks which were de s ignat ed to be crushed and hauled up to theW.R. Grace mine site.
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The bottom l ine sir, is that we have been taxed for the business p r o p e r t y aswell as the inventory." U n l e s s it is an act of God it is taxable", says the S t a t eof Montana. N e i t h e r the EPA , County Commis s ioners , L i n c o l n CountyAssessor O f f i c e , or the S t a t e Department of Revenue seem to be able torelate to our s i tuation. Can you p l ea s e h e l p us?
I s s u e #2)
After d e t e r m i n i n g that all real prop er ty , both personal and businessstructures as well as in f ra s t ru c tur e on the 21 acres, would have to bedestroyed to remove the contamination the EPA n o t i f i e d and assured us thatreimbursement compensation would be in the f o r m of replacement value.
Our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the EPA on site was that no th ing would be torndown or demolished until a written agreement d e f i n i n g the concernsand promises of both partie s was addres sed. This did not h a p p e n . In Aprilof 2000 d u r i n g our absence of two weeks, all of our personal b e l o n g i n g , ourhouse, our guest house, and our green houses were destroyed. Theremainder was leveled a f t e r our return.
The point to made here was that p o l i c y changed, wi th in the EPA. It wentf rom what was to be replacement value to casual ty loss value. We do nothave any bargaining power l e f t . Everything is gonel

We our now in our third year. We did receive compensation for ourbusiness inventory and personal proper ty in March of 2001. However, wehave not received any reimbursement for our real property.Sir, with a casual ty loss value, which is a f i n e tuned d e f i n i t i o n of depreciatedmarket value, we can not rebuild our business back up to the level where itwas prior to "Shut Down" three years ago.
With the advent of po s s ib l e residential and business c l e a n u p in the nearf u tur e it would seem imperative to my wi f e and I that a d e f i n i t e contract ofu n d e r s t a n d i n g and involvement between the EPA and the f o l k s of th i scommuni ty be cast in stone be fore the work begins.
We have inves t igated all avenues of assistance to this point in time, butp e r h a p s you can provide some h e l p to get the s i tuat ion in perspective.
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Mr. Burns with your past expert i se and experience in d e a l i n g with issues ofth i s nature it is in recognit ion thi s q u a l i t y that we are c o n f i d e n t that youwill provide us with the necessary assistance. T h a n k you for yourconcerns.

Sincere l

Mel & Lerah Parker


